
Backstory to Colossians

SOME PRELIMINARY FACTS 

The City: Colossae

• Location

1. Approx. 100 miles east of Ephesus
2. In the fertile Lycus river valley, a district of lush, green hills.
3. Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13) were neighboring cities in the Lycus valley.
4. In its early years it was the point at which the major routes East from 

Ephesus and Sardis joined.  The route from Sardis was moved, causing 
the commercial importance of Colossae to decrease.

• Status

1. In the fourth and fifth centuries B.C., it was wealthy and large due to its 
wool industry.

2. By Paul's time it was described by a contemporary geographer as a "small 
town" (Strabo, Geog. 12.8.13.

3. It was not a commercial and social center.

• People and Makeup
• It was primarily populated by Greeks and native Phrygians.
• Approx. 2000 Jewish families were settled in the area in the second 

century B.C. 
• Thus by Paul's time Colossae had a large Jewish population.
• Consequently, Colossae was a place where a variety of cultural and 

religious elements mingled.
• This likely provided fertile soil for the speculative philosophy in the church 

about which Paul was concerned and was writing to refute.

Authorship

• Colossians claims to be written by Paul: 1:1, 23; 4:18
• Internal Evidence

1. It fits Paul's character
2. It fits the history of the times
3. It is closely tied to Philemon which no one doubts to be Pauline

• External Evidence
1. It was included in the Muratorian Canon
2. It was used by the churches in the second century
3. It was never questioned until the last century
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Date
• We aren’t 100% certain
• Traditionally Rome
• About A.D. 60-62

THE BACKSTORY: Here’s what we know for certain

The Church

• Started by Epaphras, a "faithful servant of Christ," not Paul (1:7).
• Paul had apparently never been there (2:1).
• The church was most likely started about the time of Paul's third missionary 

journey (Acts 19:9-10).
1. During Paul's extended stay in Ephesus he preached and taught in the 

school of Tyranus for two years.
2. Out of this grew intense evangelistic activity through which "all who lived in 

Asia heard the word of the Lord" (Acts 19:10).
3. It seems that under Paul's guidance several coworkers planted churches 

throughout the province of Asia.

• One such co-worker was Epaphras who was a native Colossian and was 
responsible for the founding of the church in Colossae, and probably those in 
Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13)

The Occasion of the Letter (This pertains to all three of the letters)

• Paul under arrest, possibly/traditionally in Rome, waiting for trial
• Epaphras visits Paul

1. Shared the progress of the gospel in the valley
2. He shared the particular problems at Colossae

• The colossian church needed more complete grounding in Jesus and the gospel
• They appear to be experience some influence by some sort of teaching that is 

subverting their stability and sufficiency in Christ.

• This has traditionally been referred to as the "Colossian Heresy”
• Illus. sitting in the room when your spouse gets a phone call…
• Read Colossians 2:16ff
• Sounds like there was an elitist, exclusivist attitude
• There was definitely a Jewish element 

(1) Circumcision
(2) Observing Jewish holy days
(3) dietary laws
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• Ascetic element
(1) Don’t handle, etc. 2:21
(2) self abasement  2:23

• Philosophical and mystical element
(1) Philosophy and vain deceit 2:8
(2) Taking a stand on visions 2:18
(3) Worship of angels 2:18

• What is this?
• Gnosticism - The traditional answer

• But even though it has many of the features of Gnosticism, none of Gnosticism's 
distinctives are stated.

• Full-blown Gnosticism appears in the mid- second century
• It didn't grow out of a vacuum, however, and the religious syncretism at Colossae 

provides a root for it.

• Jewish Apocalypticism
• Such as the seen in the Dead Sea scrolls
• Such groups incorporated many of the above elements; the philosophical 

element doesn't fit, however.

• Some sort of Jewish mysticism
• Such groups usually had this conceptual view of the world:

• An angel was usually said to govern each layer; and each layer was a stage.  
Secret knowledge was required to pass to the next layer.

• 1QH 2.13 “thou hast made me an interpreter of knowledge in the wonderful 
mysteries” (in Bruce NICNT, p. 22 n. 93).

• The goal was to pass successively through each stage until you achieved 
some sort of ecstatic, mystical experience in which you had a vision of God.

• Gershom Sholem (leading authority) describes it as a preoccupation with 
“the ascent of the soul from the earth, through the spheres of the hostile 
planet-angels and rulers of the cosmos, and its return to its divine home in 
the ‘fulness’ of God’s light” (in Bruce, NICNT, 24).

• To pass from one stage to the next you had to:
• Be ritually  pure
• Deny bodily comforts
• Know the name of the angel over that level

Theme of Letter: 

CHRIST IS ALL; YOU NEED NO SUPPLEMENTS!
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1:1-2 INTRODUCTION AND GREETING

The Conventional Opening of a first-century letter had 3 parts: sender(s), 
recipient(s), and an expression of greeting.  

Paul follows the conventions of the day.

The senders
1. "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God”

1. Paul was commissioned by Jesus Himself; he is Christ's apostle
2. This was by "the will of God"; Paul's authority is not self-assumed (Cf. 1 

Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13-15; 1 Tim. 1:12-16)
2. "Timothy our brother"

The Recipients: 
1. Those in Colossae
2. How are those in Colossae described?

1. “saints"
• Frequent way Paul describes Christians
• Literally = "holy ones”
• It's a belonging term: God's holy people, set apart for God

2. "faithful brothers” - Those in Colossae are "faithful"; faith in Christ and loyal 
to him

Note: both are positive re-affirmations: Paul is not afraid to re-affirm them of who 
they are even though there are certain negative trends in Colossae.

The Greeting: 
1. Paul wishes them grace and peace.  
2. Paul combined and then adapted the typical greetings of the day:

1. Typical Greek greeting: chaire = rejoice. Paul changed chaire to charis = 
Grace

2. Typical Hebrew greeting: shalom = peace

3. Where does he expect these to come from?
1. God who is our Father - Only letter of Paul's not to include the name of 

Christ here
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Broader Context:
1:3-2:5 is mostly an introduction of Paul and the heart of ministry and message to 
the Colossians. What they knew from the start and we don’t find out til ch. 2 is 
that Paul had never been there. He didn’t plant the church there. So this section 
is a way building a connection and helping them see that his writing to them is an 
out growth of his whole ministry. N.T. Wright summarizes this larger section as: 
here’s how I’m thanking God for you, what I’m praying for you, and what I am 
doing for you. 

As he makes this connection with them, he thanks God for their faith, places 
Christ at the very center of that faith, and calls them to remain true to the faith. 

1:3-8 PAUL THANKS  GOD FOR THE COLOSSIANS POSITIVE 
RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL

Paul's prayer of thanks
• Such prayers of thanks are characteristic of Paul; in every letter but Galatians
• Some sort of prayer or well-wish is common at this point in standard Greco-

roman letters

I. Paul’s prayer of thanks is addressed to “God, the Father  of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”
A. this specifies which God out of all the gods
B. the one who is the Father of Jesus and revealed to us in Jesus

II. Pauls prayer of thanks is part of his “praying always” for them
A. Offered on an ongoing basis; 
B. he prays for them constantly
C. Paul has been praying the whole time for the Colossian church  and now 

thanks God for the good report

III. For what two things about the Colossians is he thankful? 
A. Their faith in Christ (v. 4a)
B. Their love for all the saints (v. 4b) - Love is one of the clearest expressions 

that the new life is being appropriated

C. Hope provides the basis for these two things (v. 5)
1. dia = "on account of" 
2. It is the source of the faith and love
3. NIV says, "the faith and love that spring from the hope”
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4. The thing hoped for, not our personal feeling of hope

D. Paul notes two things about this hope
1. it's stored away in heaven—security

a) apokeimai--see Luke 19:20: stored securely
b) Cf. 1 Pet. 1:3-5
c) There is more to our salvation than we enjoy now
d) Salvation has been inaugurated but not completed

2. it's told about in gospel, the word of truth
a) "previously heard"--Paul expected that they had been taught about 

this hope when they believed even though he hadn't taught them. 
b) Hope is a central component of the gospel
c) "Word of Truth" in contrast to the deceptive philosophies they are 

hearing
d) Paul is subtly suggesting that they don't need any secret or higher or 

hidden knowledge to be assured of their hope.
e) this gospel “has come to you”

(1) lit. the one coming to you
(2) that is, the very gospel you heard is the word of truth. It’s not 

deficient

================================================
Note: Faith, Hope, and Love

A common triad in NT:

1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1:3; 1 Cor. 13:13
================================================

IV. Paul then begins to talk about the gospel to assure them they heard and 
believed the truth.
A. What has the gospel been doing? (v. 6a)

1. Bearing fruit (karpophoreo) and increasing (auxano) (Cf. 1:10)
a) Effectiveness
b) Character and numbers
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2. Since the gospel has come to town it has been changing lives and 
attracting people

B. Where has the gospel been doing this? (v. 6a)
1. In them as in the whole world; 
2. the gospel was being preached throughout the world by Paul and 

others
3. Paul was aware of places where the gospel hadn't been preached yet 

(Rom 15:24, 28)
4. Paul is overwhelmed and impressed by the rapid march of the gospel.  

It has gone west, east, north, and south, and everywhere it goes it 
bears fruit and increases.

C. How long has the gospel been doing this? (v. 6b)
1. Since they heard and understood (acknowledged/recognized)
2. Note the parallel between this verse and Matt. 13:23.

D.  The gospel told them about the "The grace of God”
1. The grace of God is the centerpiece of the gosple
2. Grace is favor or kindness, especially that you don’t deserve or aren’t 

entitled to
3. Also notice that it’s God’s grace. His kindness. It’s the expression of his 

personhood. It’s personal
4. Notice it told them the grace of God "in truth”
5. Why is this significant?  It reminds the readers of their connection with 

truth.

E. From whom did they learn the gospel?  Epaphras, who:
1. is "our beloved co-servant" (v. 7a)
2. is "a faithful servant of Christ" (v. 7b)
3. "informed us of your love in the Spirit" (v. 8)

a) --If Holy Spirit = supernatural love
b) --If spirit = love to the depths of your being
c) most likely it’s the holy Spirit

4. Paul speaks of Epaphras as a dear colleague with warmth and affection

MAY WE BE PEOPLE WHO ARE THANKFUL FOR THE KIND OF THINGS 
PAUL IS THANKFUL FOR: PEOPLE'S LOVE AND FAITH; FOR THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE GOSPEL; FOR FELLOW CHRISTIANS WHO 
WORK SO HARD AND SO FAITHFULLY TO PROMOTE JESUS!

7



TS: How does this paragraph fit into the overall flow of the letter?

I. Paul's prayer/reflection reminds the readers of their connection with 
faithfulness and truth.
A. They heard the word of truth (v. 5)
B. The gospel has been effective among them (v. 6a)
C. They received the grace of God in truth (v. 6b)
D. They learned it from one who is beloved and faithful (v. 7)

II. All of this ties them to an objective reference point of truth which gives a 
reason for their continued faithfulness and by which they ought to judge the 
things that are being taught among them. 
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Context:
Paul has been thanking God for their faith in Christ, their love for the saints, their 
reception of the gospel in truth which has been fruitful among them, and out of 
these thanksgivings flow a prayer for continued faithfulness… which then leads 
to a magnificent praise to Jesus. 

1:9-23 PAUL'S PRAYER FOR CONTINUED FAITHFULNESS AND GROWTH 
IN GOD AND JESUS, WHO IS THE VERY IMAGE OF GOD AND THE CENTER 
OF GOD’S PLAN.

Notice all the references to "all" in this passage.

I. Paul constantly prays for their spiritual growth
A.  that they should be filled with "the knowledge of His will" (1:9) … that is, 

know what God wants and desires
B. in all spiritual wisdom and understanding (1:9)

1. probably meaning wisdom and understand that comes from the Spirit
2. wisdom and understanding have to do with being able to discern the 

best course of action … know what to do in a given situation

C. So this wisdom and understanding will enable them "to walk worthy of the 
Lord" (1:10)
1. ”walk"--ethical sense, lifestyle - go about life
2. to please him in every way is lit. “unto every desire to please” (10a)

a) fr. areskeia
b) only placed used in NT
c) refers to desiring God's approval for your behavior

D. ”in every good work" (10b)
1. bearing fruit 
2. and increasing in the knowledge of God

a) "Insight into God's will bears fruit in conduct and then gives rise to a 
fresh growth of insight" (Caird, 176).

E. being empowered with all power unto/for all perseverance and patience 
(1:11a) "according to strength of His glory” - i.e., his glorious strength
1. "perseverance" (hupomone)--staying power, stand up under pressure
2. "patience" (makrothumia)—long-fused
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3. Together: the refusal to be shaken by hard times and to be upset by 
perverse people (Caird, 171).

F. giving thanks with joy to the Father
1. He makes us fit for the share of the inheritance of the saints in the light 

(v. 12b)
a) How does God qualify us for such an inheritance?
b) "in light"--explained by v. 13

2. He delivered us out the authority of darkness and brought [us] into the 
kingdom of His beloved Son (v. 13)
a) "delivered" -- past tense, already
b) in the Son we have "redemption" which is further described as

(1) the forgiveness of sins
(2) This is what our redemption entailed; we were released from our 

sin-debt by Christ
(a) The payment of a price is central to the concept of redemption
(b) It conveys the picture of a price paid to secure release from 

bondage 
(3) cf. Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 1:18-19
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TS: At the point breaks into a magnificent tribute to Jesus. In a lot of ways this is 
the theological backbone of the letter because Paul’s ultimate purpose in this 
letter is to assure the Colossians that they have all that God offers in Jesus. They 
don’t need to look anywhere else. 

This praise to Jesus is composed of two parts:
Jesus in relation to creation - 1:15-17
Jesus in relation to the church - 1:18-20. 

II. Reflections on the person and work of Christ (1:15-20)
A. Jesus in relation to creation - 1:15-17

1. "the image of the invisible God”
a) cf. Heb. 1:3; Jn 1:18
b) In Jesus we see God

2. the "firstborn of all creation”’
a) JW = first created thing\
b) prototokos

(1) Primary meaning: 
(a) A king's "firstborn" son usually succeeded him on the throne
(b) Thus used to denote the one whom a ruler would choose to 

be his heir and successor (not necessarily his own son) 
granting him the authority to rule

(2) Secondary meaning: to denote a forerunner, the first of some-
thing

(3) Note the emphasis in vv. 15-16 is on his authority. Thus the 
primary meaning is in view. Jesus was given the authority to 
create and manage creation by the Father. Cf. Heb 1:2

3. the creator of all that exists
a) Cf. Jn 1:3
b) All things came into existence "through him”
c) All things came into existence "for him," i.e., his glory and pleasure
d) Notice how comprehensive the list is in v. 16

4. He is "before" all things 
a) in both time and rank
b) "absolute and universal priority of Christ" (Caird 179)

5. "in Him all things hold together”
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a) Sustainer of all
b) were it not for Christ willing it to hold together, the world would break 

apart at the seams

B. Jesus in Relation to the church/new creation
1. He is head of the Church - its Lord and director
2. He is the arche—beginning

a) Beginning of what?
b) of a new creation and new humanity (3:10)
c) “The word ‘beginning’ is too thin to do justice to arche-, which means 

‘first principle’, ‘source’, ‘creative initiative’, and again indicates 
priority in both time and rank.” (Wright, N. T.. Colossians and 
Philemon (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries)

3. He is the firstborn of the dead
a) Secondary meaning of protokos
b) His resurrection is the forerunner of the coming resurrection
c) First to rise and not die again - Cf. 1 Cor 15:20; Rom 8:29

4. in order that he should come to be first in everything 

5. God was pleased that “all the fullness dwells in him”(19)
a) cf. 2:9
b) fulness of God
c) So that if you have Jesus, you have the fulness of God. 

6. all things are reconciled through the peace made by the blood of the 
cross (20)
a) "reconciled" - (apokatallasso) an intensified form of the usual verb 

katallasso
b) Reconciliation presents a picture of restoral friendship.  The picture 

here is of hostility between the Creator and the Creation which was 
overcome through the cross; for the cross made peace.

c) “all things . . . on earth and in heaven”
(1) all things estranged
(2) Perhaps the best way to think of it is that not every part of every 

thing will be reconciled, but some of everything will be reconciled. 
(a)  Not every single man, but mankind has been reconciled; etc.
(b) cf. Rom. 8:19-23- creation will be re-harmonized.
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_____________________________

WHAT ARE THE THINGS IN HEAVEN THAT ARE RECONCILED?

If “heaven” is best understood as the spiritual realm in general:

Origen taught that even evil angels (demons) would be reconciled.

F. F. Bruce: Pacification of spiritual powers not necessarily that they join 
God’s side, but that they throw down their weapons in surrender (Col. 2:15) 
because they have been licked.

If “heaven” is understood as God’s presence

Perhaps best to view as simply emphasizing completeness--all things 
whether in heaven or on earth--anything that is at war with God--will be 
brought to acknowledge his lordship either voluntarily or by defeat.  Cf. Phil 
2:10-11

_______________________

Pause for initial reflection:

The very One through whom the whole universe was created is also the 
very One through whom the whole universe, including me and you, are 
being made new!

“The Lord through whom you are redeemed (Paul is telling the Colossians) 
is none other than the one through whom you (and all the world) were 
created.”
(Wright, N. T.. Colossians and Philemon (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) (p. 
70). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition.)

And every square inch of creation belongs to Christ, is being redeemed by 
Christ!
C.S. Lewis: ‘There is no neutral ground in the universe: every square inch, 
every split second, is claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan.’

III. They too have been reconciled (1:21-22)
A.  " Formerly alienated....hostile" (21)
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1. "alienated" - estranged, removed from God and his promises\
2. "hostile" - angry with God, enemies, cold,angry opposition
3. ”evil deeds"- the evidence of the alienation and hatred

B. God reconciled them "through death" (22)
1. Christ's death opens the way back; God emptied his anger on christ 

and offers acceptance(not alienation) once again, and acceptance 
without fear of reprisal

WHY DID GOD DO THIS?
2. in order to present us to Him holy and blameless and above reproach

This is God's heart's desire!

holy- pure, free from sin

without blame, spotless
people can't point a finger at you;

"Before Him" - Christ will present us free from every evil - perfect- 
before God some day

C.  if indeed remain true to the faith (1:23)
1. of course, to hve X present us to God we must "continue in the faith”
2. “This promise, like most, has a condition. The hope holds good, if 

Christians hold on to it.” (Wright, N. T.. Colossians and Philemon 
(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) 

3.  we must not be "moved away" from the apostolic gospel. The gospel 
which
a) you heard
b) is preached everywhere — “being preached"-reverbrating down the 

corriders of creation.
c) of which Paul is minister

(1)Paul seeks to bolster their confidence and courage to stand firm. 
(2)  "This is common knowledge," he says, " You don't have to 

guess.  Judge what you hear by that which you already know, 
which I, Paul, preach."
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1:24-2:5 PAUL'S STRUGGLE IN THE GOSPEL FOR THE SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH OF CHRISTIANS
Contextual setting: 
In Colossians 1:21-23, Paul has reminded them of their reconciliation to 
God in Christ and called them to remain true and faithful to Jesus and the 
gospel … the very gospel of which Paul is a servant. 

This leads Paul to talk about his ministry. 

Since they’ve never met him personally and since he didn’t start their 
church but one of his disciples/co-workers did, he wants them to know how 
invested he is in their well being in the faith and what his ministry is all 
about. 

In 1:24-29, Paul describes his ministry in general
In 2:1-5, how his ministry relates to the Colossians

In a nutshell, this section answers this question: what is Paul’s ministry all 
about?
A: Paul’s ministry is about struggling and suffering (joyfully) so that others - 
the colossians included - can be firmly established in Christ. 

I. Paul rejoices in his sufferings that have come from his ministry
A. Paul understand himself to suffer on behalf of the the Colossians and 

the whole church
1. for the advancement of the gospel, the promotion of Christ, and 

their spiritual benefit he suffers.
2. This fact leads him to REJOICE!!!

B. He understands his sufferings to be “filling up what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ”
1. 2 ways to understand the wording "afflictions of Christ”

a) afflictions which X suffered (crucifixion,etc.)
(1) Rom caths view:  Saints suffering contribute to the 

redemptive effects of X's suffering-- Pool of Merits

15



(2) Prot. View:  These sufferings of X are deficient in 
proclamation.  By proclaiming them Paul fills up with this 
deficiency

(3) Prob:
(a) thilipsis (affliction) is never used in NT for X's redemptive 

sufferings
(b) Paul's focus is on his own suffering.

b) afflictions directed at X/in connection with X (I think this view is 
best)
(1) Among the Jews of Paul’s day, there was this whole idea of 

the “Messianic sufferings”
(a) that is, sufferings that occur in connection with the 

Messiah
(b) For the apostles, like Paul, that idea remains even if it’s 

understood differently because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

(c) The idea is that when those in Christ suffer, they are 
experiencing the sufferings of Christ as His body

(2) So what Paul means is that he was afflicted because of his 
connection with X
(a) Jn. 15:18-20
(b) Matt. 5:11
(c) 2 Cor. 1:5
(d) 1 Pet. 4:13

(3) Also, X suffers when we suffer and we suffer because of X - 
Acts 9:4-5

2. His Point:  Whatever is necessary for Xians to suffer on account of 
X, Paul does his share to fill that up on behalf of the church
a) Acts 9;16
b) Rev. 6:9-11
c) Acts 14:22

Note: The Colossian false teachers added rules and experiences to X in, 
teaching that these things were necessary to complete.  Paul says if 
anything is lacking it's our suffering with X. Such suffering was part and 
parcel of Paul's ministry as a servant of the church.

16



C. Paul recognizes that his ministry, including his suffering, is part of the 
"stewardship of God"  (v. 25)
1. Stewardwhip can mean:

a) assigned task/ a responsibility
b) program/ management plan

2. #1 fits best here
3. Paul describes his ministry thus elsewhere

a) 1 Cor. 4:1
b) 1 Cor. 9:17

4. This responsibility was given to Paul "for you”
a) Acts 9:15
b) Acts 26: 16-18

D. Paul describes the heart of his preaching as " the mystery...now 
revealed" (1:26)something once
1. “mystery” - Paul uses this word to refer to something hidden but 

now made clear; an open secret
a) In the OT they had "clues" as to the solution to this mystery; But 

in the NT, the Gospel, the Mystery, is cleared up completely
b) God willed to make this known
c) Contrary to the secret, higher knowledge of the false teachers, 

God’s mystery is now revealed or manifested
d) “It is God’s secret plan, anticipated in visions and symbols by 

holy men of old, and now at last unveiled before all his 
people” (Wright, N. T.. Colossians and Philemon (Tyndale New 
Testament Commentaries) (p. 95). InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 

2. "The riches of the glory of this mystery” - Piling up the descriptives 
to emphasize the glorious wealth made known in the mystery.

3. "Christ in you” - 
a) union with X sums up the heart and soul of this wealth
b) Being in X and X being in you is a wonderful thing - it's the 

wealth of all wealth - and it promises even more glory in the 
future.
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You want to know about wealth?  You want to know about glory?  You want 
to have the greatest things imaginable?  Look to X! 

E. Proclaiming Christ is the essence of Paul's ministry  (vv. 28-29)
1. Christ should always be the focal point of our teaching and 

preaching.
2. What two means does Paul specify here?

a) " admonishing" - warn, emphasis on correct behavior
b) "instructing" - general teaching
c) "everyone" - is emphatic, repeated 3x … no part of Xianity is for 

spiritual elite as the false teachers likely claimed

3.  What was the goal of his ministry?
a) To present every man complete in Christ.
b) This was Paul's passion; conversion was (is) only the 

beginning.
c) This flies in the face of the things the Colossians were hearing.  

They were being told that they needed something more to be 
complete to worship angels, to perform rigorous ascetism, to 
keep special days.  Paul says that a completeness comes in 
Christ.  You need nothing more than what Paul and others 
teach about being in Christ.

4. In what manner did he carry this out?  (v. 29)
a) "Labor, striving..." - intense effort; the use of much energy; work 

to exhaustion.
b) "According to his power"- Relied on Christ's strength, power 

which, though unseen and unfelt, worked mightingly in Him.

“Paul does not go about his work half-heartedly, hoping vaguely that grace 
will fill in the gaps which he is too lazy to work at himself. Nor, however, 
does he imagine that it is ‘all up to him’, so that unless he burns himself out 
with restless, anxious toil nothing will be achieved. He knows that God’s 
desire is to bring Christians to maturity, and that God has called him to 
have a share in that work. He can therefore work hard without the stressful 
motivation of either pride or fear. He thus becomes an example of that 
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maturity, both human and Christian, that he seeks under God to produce in 
others.”

Wright, N. T.. Colossians and Philemon (Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries) (p. 97). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 

II. Even though he’s never met them, Paul struggles for their well-being 
(2:1-5)
A. Paul did not have to see them to care (2:1)
B. Paul want to know how much he agonizes (agona) for them so that 

they will be encouraged/strengthened.
C. That encouragement should show up two ways:

1. being knit together/instructed in love
2. being knit together/instructed in the wealth that comes from having 

a fully convinced understanding: for the knowledge of God's 
mystery, namely, Christ!

D. For in Christ are ALL the treasures of wisdom and hidden knowledge.
1. You want to uncover mysterious knowledge?  Look to X!  
2. You want to plumb the depths of wisdom and knowledge?  Look to 

X!
3. GENUINE, DEEP SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE IS FOUND IN 

CHRIST ALONE, CHRIST AND NOTHING MORE!

E. Paul wants them to be firmly established in Christ
1. "Persuasive arguement" (2:4)

a) a term of disparagement
b) GK Rhetoric focused on persuasive technique rather than 

content.  
c) Paul wanted the content to be the focal point.

2. Though absent in body, he’s with them in the Spirit 
a) Most likely meaning with them by God’s Spirit
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At this point, Paul is ready to address the Colossians directly. He’s laid out 
how he’s thanking God for them, how he’s praying for them, and how he’s 
struggling for them. Now he’s ready to speak directly to them and their 
needs.

In 2:5 he talked about how he’s rejoicing to see their stability in Christ. Now 
he appeals for them to live stable lives in Him. (vv. 6-8). And then he 
explains why they ought to do that (vv. 9-15). 

In a nutshell this passage helps us see why we don’t need anything other 
than Jesus for a full, vibrant, secure life!

2:6-7  STAND FIRM IN CHRIST JUST AS YOU WERE TAUGHT HIM.

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established 
in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

"received (paralambo) Christ Jesus
• by oral teaching
• The teaching they first heard

Walk in Him
• Lifestyle governed by X
• Walk in the way X walked
• Do what X wants you to do

Pictures of the stable Xian lifestyle (2:17)
• " firmly rooted" (ερριϚωμένος) <perfect participle>

• They have in the past attached their roots to Jesus
• Paul calls them to keep that up.  Let your roots sink deep into the Xian 

faith.

• " Being built up" (εποικοδομούμενοι) <present participle>

PICTURE of a rising building, steady, progressive growth
• "Being established" (βεβαιονμευοι) <present participle>
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PICTURE OF A FOUNDATION
• Be attached, anchored to the foundation (which is the faith)

"Just as you were instructed"  "what you were taught" is the basis for this 
stability.  Don't give up on it.

overflowing with gratitude
• The Xian walk/lifestyle should be characterized by gratitude
• God has poured so many good things into us that we spill out gratitude 

wherever we go.

2:8-15  DON'T LISTEN TO THOSE AROUND YOU; EVERY DIVINE 
THING YOU NEED HAS BEEN GIVEN TO YOU IN CHRIST.

Avoid captivators: Keep on the look out for them (2:8)

"Taking you captive" (συχαζωζέω)
• rare word
• kidnapped, carried off as “plunder”

philosophy
• man-made notions
• James 3:15 - earthly wisdom

empty deception
• makes offers that don't pan out
• espouses ideas that leave people hollow, cold, empty
• offers more than can give

Which are according to
•  traditions of men… This is the problem searching for wisdom apart from 

gods revelation will not work

• elementary principles of the world
• fr. ςτοιχεια - difficult here
• noun used only 7 times, always in plural:
• 2 Peter 3: 10, 12 = 2 easiest to understand-- material elements
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• Here: lit.="the elements/elementary things of the world’
• 3 possible meanings:

• Words have a range of meaning: e.g., rose, 
1.  basic principles of religious teaching
2.  material elements of earth
3.  personal spirit beings of the cosmos (world) , e.g. demons, angels, 
star deities.

Interpretive considerations:
1.  Paul consistently links τα ςτοιχεια w/ του κοςμου
• [only exception = Gal.4:9, but cf. 4:3]
• = a single conceptual unit in Paul's mind
• The three other usages in NT don't make this connection.
• Sig. seems to be that του κοςμον = world order which is hostile to 

God cf. 2:20b.
• Heb. 5:12 - the beginning τα ςτοιχεια τῆϚ αρχῃς elemental 

things of God's word
• 2 Peter 3:10,12 - material elements just τσ ξτοιχεια

2. In both Gal. and Col. τα ςτοιχεια is continually linked with refs. to 
personal beings
• Gal. 4:3 - son
• Gal. 4:9 - god's who are no gods
• Col. 2:8 - men and Christ

3.  In the context in which τσ ςτοιχεια appears in Col. 2:8. X is noted 
as head over every rule and authority. (see also 2:15)
• It seems best to view the τα ςτοιεια here as a ref. to some sort of 

spirit/angelic beings.
• Another way of referring to principalities and powers.

B.  Avoid such ideas because you’ve been made complete/full in Christ 
(2:9-15)
1.  in Christ dwells all the fullness of deity in a body (2:9)

• Jesus is completely God. No need to go through a mess of religious rig-
a-mor-all to contact the divine.

• The major dif. between religion and Xianity
• God has come to us!

22



• Possibility:
Gk philos. spoke of the rules of these dif. "layers" between God and 
man as emanations of the divine πχηρωμα.  Here Jesus is said to 
possess all the πληρωμα.

2.  and in Christ you have been complete (2:10)
• You have a perfect salvation
• you need nothing more
• This is an accomplished fact in christ
• To be a whole person one needs Christ and nothing more, except to 

grow in Him.
• Christ is absolute authority
• all other rulers and powers are subject to him so don't look to them to 

complete you.

TS: What follows is really an explanation of how X, the absolute authority 
has completed you.

3.  in whom you were circumcised with a circumcision made without human 
hands (2:11-12a)

• very early Jews began to use circumcision as an analogy of spiritual 
cleansing... cutting sin from the heart.

• See: Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer.  4:4
• This suggests a Jewish element to whatever false ideas are swirling in 

Colossae, which becomes clearly evident in 2:16.
• what does "made without hands" suggest?

• you already have been circumcised by God himself in X

• in the removal of the body of the flesh
• getting rid of the old man - the flesh.
• "flesh" used here = life lived as if God weren't there-- rebellion, self-

willed.
• N.T. Wright suggests a different reading: body of the flesh is like body 

of Christ … it refers to whatever body/bodies of people you were once 
a part of and that once defined your identity. 

• in the circumcision of Christ
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• Christ is the one circumcising us with a spiritual circumcision.
• A circumcision of the heart

• In theology, what word describes this event?
• Regeneration  
• Deut. 30:6 - Prophecy of Messianic era... God himself circumcising 

hearts.

• when you were baptized
• only place baptism is tied to circumcision and it's spiritual circumcision 

not physical.
• In baptism the old self, the "body of flesh," is cut away, removed.
• Actually, Paul says the old self is "buried" in baptism.
• In baptism you were raised through faith in the working of God who 

raised Jesus from the dead (2:12b)
• Baptism involves a resurrection.  \
• This is regeneration. cf. 2 Cor. 5:17; Tit. 3:5

• "faith in the working of God”
• This is one of the clearest expressions in the NT as to the 

effectiveness of baptism.  Baptism is God's work.  It's not a work of 
obedience so much as it is the reception of a promise.

• We believe: God works!!  
• Baptism is the only effective when a person has faith in God.

4.  Christ has made you alive/triumphed over spiritual death (2:13-15) Pre-
Xian state= death

a) having forgiven all our sins (2:13)
a) We are also justified, a state of forgiveness
b) "χαριςαμεηος" - verb form of χαςις—grace

Paul notes two barriers that stood that stood between us and God and how 
the cross eliminated them:

b)  having cancelled the certificate of debt
a) We were deficient in our obedience to the law and thus incurred a 

debt.  Failing to keep the decrees created a large IOU.
b) This IOU has been stamped "paid in full" and set aside.
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c) having disarmed the rulers and authorities
a) Christ stripped of power all rivals to his throne.
b) Like a Roman Emporer who parades his defeated enemies 

through the streets of Rome.  Christ executed complete and total 
victory.  All rulers have acknowledged his superior might.

These powers, angry at his challenge to their sovereignty, stripped him 
naked, held him up to public contempt, and celebrated a triumph over him. 
In one of his most dramatic statements of the paradox of the cross, and 
one moreover which shows in what physical detail Paul could envisage the 
horrible death that Jesus had died, he declares that, on the contrary, on the 
cross God was stripping them naked, was holding them up to public 
contempt, and leading them in his own triumphal procession – in Christ, the 
crucified Messiah.

Wright, N. T.. Colossians and Philemon (Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries) (p. 121). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 

Key Implication:
CHRIST IS SUPREME!! ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES; LOOK FOR 
NOTHING EXTRA!
• To find and experience God, you only have to look at Jesus
• If you are in Christ, you are complete/filled to full with God 
• You been made alive
• You’ve been 100% forgiven
• You been set free from all the hostile powers seek to control and destroy
• Jesus is the world’s true king - his kingdom has come and will come 

completely
• You are a part of it. 
• So stand firm in Jesus!
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Colossians 2:16-23
Context: 
Colossians 2:16ff. vv. 16-19- flow out of vv. 8-15.
• In 2:6-15, Paul has emphasized the sufficiency of Jesus. He’s fully God 

and He’s filled us with everything we need! 
• We are complete in Him. 
• We’ve experienced the promised spiritual circumcision in Him.
• We’ve been brought to life in Him.
• The powers that were arrayed against us have been defeated and 

shamed in Him. 
• Now he applies all of that directly to the Colossian situation. He speaks to 

whatever false ideas they’re hearing or are tempted to believe. What’s 
clear here is the heart of these ideas are Jewish… so they’re being 
tempted to think that in order to really experience God and really be 
complete they need to add some Jewish practices and perhaps even 
some mystical experiences too. 

So Paul describes the false ideas and then in vv. 20-23, he gives the first of 
two reasons for rejecting these things. He states these reasons as 
implications of what they experienced in Christ, through baptism. 
1)  death with Christ —> death to such ideas (vv.20-23)
2)  Raised with Christ —> a new focus (vv.3:1-4)

2:16-19  YOU DON'T NEED ANY OF THESE OTHER RELIGIOUS 
THINGS IN ORDER TO BE TRULY SPIRITUAL.

TS: What’s the point of vv. 16-17?
Don’t worry about being judged for holding to the substance instead of the 
shadow vv.16-17.

"Judge" (--/2:16)
• (religion)
• The power of ritualism lies in the ease with which it identifies standards by 

which we can be judged.  It is easy to identify the acceptable code.
• We fall for these because others easily make us feel inadequate.
• Not only do we measure ourselves by rituals, but others can measure us 

by them.  You are likely to be flattered more if people can observe you 
doing things.

26



Note the specific religious rituals Paul mentions: 
1.  "Food and drink" (--2:16)

• "These are frequently paired" (Weed)
• Jews had many food restrictions (Lev.11)
• Jews had very few drink restrictions (Lev.11)
• No blood
• Lev. 10:9  High priest not to drink strong drink on job.
• Lev. 11:32-34  Don't drink contaminated water.
• Num. 6:3   Nazarite restrictions on drinking the fruit of the vine
• Essenes went further on these.  Perhaps the Colossians picked up on 

this.

2.  "Festival, new moon Sabbath" (--/2:16)
• These refer to ritualistic holidays observed by Jews.  These indicate 

the Jewish flavor of the heresy of the church.
• Among the Dead Sea Scrolls is a document known as the "War 

Scroll" (II,4) in which "festival, New Moon, sabbath" are mentioned 
together in a listing of holy days.

• "Festival"
• See Lev. 23:4-44.
• This refers to the big celebrations.

• "New Moon"
• See Num. 10:10.
• This refers to a regular monthly festival.

• "Sabbath"
• See Exod.  20:9-11; Lev. 23:3

In many religions these observances of special days and dietary laws have 
become taboos and rituals designed to alleviate superstition and the fear of 
spiritual forces.

"The Substances belongs to Christ" (2:17)
• The substantial thing that casts the shadow is Christ.
• Though the OT Law preceded X in time it was a mere shadow at the end 

of which who was X.
• Now is the "day of the Real”
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 Don't let your prize be stolen by someone who...(2:18-19)
1.  delights in false humility (self-abasement) and worship of angels

• "false humility/self-abasement" (2:18)
• The exact same word as that for genuine humility.  Context dictates 

its meaning.
• Possibly a technical term for fasting here.  an attempt to show how 

"lowly"and thus spiritual they are. 
• pretentious humility- draws attention to itself.
• cf. Matt. 6:16
• Such "humility" refers to ascetic practices designed to open you up to 

"visions"and estatic experiences."
• "Worship of Angels" (2:18)
• Part of the Colossian heresy, although this prob. isn't how they would 

have described it.

2.  stands on visions he's seen
• Some difficulty exists in the exact meaning here.  One word def. refers 

to something seen:
• αέόρακεν - what he has seen
• ἓμβατεύω- how does it fit?
• possibly: "go into great detail" (NIV)
• BAGD < OR "when entering"; thus referring to what he saw when 

entering the elitist, mystical group. (see Bruse, 122)
• Either way it refers to someone who's all caught up in some "mystical, 

vision- experience.

3.  is inflated by his fleshly mind
• -ironic twist by placing this so close to his "humility"
• -further modifies this vision experience; He's all puff: up about and 

thinks he's highly spiritual because of it.

4. doesn't hold fast to the head (unpack v. 19)
• Xians are to be governed by Jesus, but these people are governed by 

their fleshly mind.
• Their rejection of X's authority stunts spiritual growth and stymies the 

growth of the body.
• "held together by the joints and ligaments"
• the inter-dependance working cooperation of Xians.

28



• True maturity as a person as seen in one's ability to depend on and 
work with others: interdependance not independance.

The picture is of a flamboyant leaders who claim to be more spiritual than 
all those around and have had the experience to prove.  He then decides 
he can tell you how to live to be spiritual too.

And by way of application, this still happens today as well. For sure, the 
details are different. They aren’t trying to get us to practice their version of 
Judaism. But people who claim to have had some powerful spiritual 
experience and thus they really have experienced God and thus if you want 
to really have all of God you need to listen to them - that still happens. 

And Paul says, don’t listen to them. Why? Because you have Jesus. Listen 
to Jesus. Follow Jesus. He’s the very fulness of God and in Him you have 
that fulness!

REASON #1

2:20-23 DEATH WITH CHRIST MAKES FUTILE RELIGIOUS RIGORS 
UNNECESSARY

What's Paul saying at start of verse 20?  Think about the implications of 
your salvation: If you died with Christ, you are free from the elemental 
spiritual forces!
• This is drawing out an implication of 2:12, which pictures baptism as a 

death and burial. 

"To the elementary principles"
• "To" (ᾇπο) - literally, "from," "out of the control of"
• " The Christian still lives in the world which these spiritual forces 

dominate, but he does not belong to it, and is therefore under no 
obligation to take their orders" (caird, 200)

4 CRITICISMS of the False religion:

#1: (Because of your death with Christ, whatever) held power over you 
before, holds no power over you now (v.20). It holds no power over you.
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Paul offers 3 other criticism which are subordinate this one.
#2.  Such decrees are of marginal significance since and they deal with 
temporary, not lasting things (v. 21-22a)

• "Do not handle... taste... touch" (v.21)
• decrees of asceticsm list of rules; of things to avoid
• "spiritually defined by negotiation"
• "perish with the using"
• these rules are applied to things that don't really last food,drink.
• even pagan philosophus emph. the relative unimportance of such 

perishable things.

#3.  Such decrees are according to the commandments of men (v.22b). It 
pronounces dogmatic rules on things the Bible doesn't address; they're 
mens ideas

#4.  Such decrees look wise, but they don't work(v.23)
• They make a person look really spiritual when someone lives by alist of 

don'ts
• "self-made religion"
• -it directs attention to yourself and how "spiritual" you are.
• -it makes you think you're so spiritual that you are really doing God a 

favor by keeping these extra commands.
• -it's self-imposed and self-attained "spiritually."
• "self-abasement and severe treatment of the body"
• this is what self-made religion resorts to.
• (either this or antinomianism)
• These are the kinds of decrees the Colossian heresy offered.
• They're of ... value... fleshly indulgence 
• But such decrees don't really work
• They make a person look spiritual but his fleshly, sinful desires still rage 

with in him.  They are not changed.  Only to the grace of God, the Blood 
of X, and the Power of the Spirit can change a man!

• Remember how hard Jesus was on the Pharisees.  Wat did he call 
them?

• Matt. 23:25-28
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Implication of part 2: 
Watch out for a do-it-yourself religion.

You died with Christ; you don't need such decrees to be spiritual and to 
control fleshly desires cf. 2:11,12. All those man-made rules and rituals lead 
to slavery again. Christ is our King and we have everything we need him. 

So we hold fast to Christ. 
We look to Christ. 
We listen to Christ.

This is actually an important part of growing to maturity in Christ.  
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Context:
At the end of ch. 2, Paul has drawn out the first implication of our baptism. Recall he 
described baptism as a death and resurrection with Christ in 2:11-13. In 2:20, he said, “if 
you’ve died with Christ (and you have) … and then he tells us we’re free from the 
elementary rules having to OT and other religious rituals. 

That’s the first implication or reason we don’t need to let anyone judge us by those kind 
of things and tells us we need to keep those rules. 

Here, he gives the second implication or reason: not only have we died with Christ but 
we’ve been raised with him and have a new life that’s capable of resisting fleshly 
desires and pleasing God. 

REASON #2

3:1-4  BEING RAISED WITH CHRIST HAS ALREADY PROVIDED THE ANSWER 
FOR FLESHLY DESIRES

Is "it" a question? No, we have been raised with Christ.  cf. 2:12-13

In v.20 above, where does Paul say asceticism places your focus?
• on the world
• worldly expectations; worldly spirituality
• A negative preoccupation with the physical enviornment around us.

Here, where does Paul say a Christian's focus is?
• on Christ in heaven
• 2:20-23 - warned against false attempts to control the body and sinful desire; "Trying 

to control such desires by getting rid of `contaminants` won't work," he says.
• There is a correct way to control one's desires and that is where Paul turns now:
• Not in self-abasement, asceticism, BUT in putting on X and his mind and letting him 

govern.
• The false teachers at Colossae prob. made this same distinction.  It was fairly 

common among such groups.  Paul tells them that even though they think they're 
seeking heavenly things, they're not- Christ is the heavenly One to keep our focus 
on.

• We aim for things of X.

"raised up with X"
• We already have br exalted to a new sphere, a new world.
• We have already been given a place in the courts of heaven.
• The new creation is already present in YOU!
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"Keep seeking the things above" (3:1)
• Your life's ambition is to be X and his intersts, his things.
• We have higher things we're aiming for than "don't handle, touch, etc.”
• complete allegiance to X (see Caird, 202)

"Set your mind"
• settled state of thinking
• Think about Christ's things

"hidden with Christ"
• Our present spiritual status is concealed
• To those around us we may look no different.  We don't look like ressurected people; 

we don't look like citizens of the heavenly realm.
• But such we are, and this life of ours is hidden with Christ in God.  This gives us 

assurance.
• Kept in a safe place.

"Revealed with him in glory"
• Our present hidden position in glory - this hidden life in Christ- will be revealed when 

Christ comes.

Implication: mindset/focus

3:5-11 THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST ARE 
DEAD TO SIN AND ARE BEING RENEWED AS A UNITED HUMANITY

"Believers [are] like immigrants to a new country, not yet completely habituated to its 
ways of life.  They [have] accepted citizenship in a new world and must learn to live in it" 
(Caird,204).

This section begins Paul's begins describe how new life in Christ plays in our lifestyle. 
But keep the order in mind: you already are alive in Christ. This ethical teaching is 
becoming what we are.

Live who you are!

3:5- NASB TRAS.:
• "Consider yourself dead"
• NIV = bitter "Put to death"
• We're not talking @ thinking but @ executing.
• execute the members of your sinful nature, (cf. Rom. 8:13)
• See Rom. 6:11-first you must consider yourself dead to sin then you can live as dead 

sin.

The earthly things in you.
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• Paul's challenge is to execute those aspects of their moral life that used to dominate 
them.

1)  immorality (πορυεια) - sexual sin
2)  impurity (ακαθαρζία)
uncleaness

• preverse activities
• esp. of sexual sin, e.g., homosexuality, besteality
• literally refuse

3)  passion
• illicit lusts
• esp. of sexual desire
• See 1 Thess. 4:5
• sometimes of the passion of anger

4) evil desire - general statement of the desire to do wrong;
an underlying urge to break the rules.

5)  Greed/ covetousness
• desire a passion/pursuit of things for plenty- get whatever one can and as much as 

one can
• desires from self- absortion to the extent that other things and other people exist 

for me.
• This is the tantamount to idolatry

• cf. Matt. 6:24
• You can't serve God and assets

• Here may have sexual overtones as well, sin the previous 4 do
• cf. Ex. 20:17

"The Wrath of God will come"(3:6)
• "will come"

• lit. comes
• God's Wrath Comes…

• Paul believed in a future, ultimate day of wrath- judgement day.  See Rom. 2:5; 1 
Thess. 1:10

• He also believed that God's wrath was anticipated in the course of history.
• See Rom. 1:26:... God gave them over and let them wallow in the mire they create for 

themselves.

"in which you also once walked" (3:7)
• common Gentile sins
• even these can be overcome

"Put them all aside" (3:8)
• fr.  ὰποτίθήμζ - 
• - Take off like dirty clothes
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• - Rid oneself of trash

What are the dirty clothes we are to take off?
"anger" (orge) - wrath; a life full of anger and hostility

"wrath" (θύμός) - angry outbursts

"malice" (κακαυ)
• evil intent
• want to do something mean and hurtful to someone

"slander" (βλαΓθημία)
• speaking to degrade a person (or God)
• whispered accusations

"abusive speech" (άιθχρολοζία)
• obscenities, innuendos, suggestive statements
• barbed speech intended to wound, verbal abuse.

Such a catalogue of sins was not intended by Paul to be exhaustive.  
• It's more of a representative sample.
• The point is, there are things @ our former lifestyle that must be gotten rid.  
• Identify them and eliminate them.

"Don't lie to one another" (3:9)
1.  deliberate truth
2.  half- truth
3.  exaggerations (with the intent to deceive?)

“have taken off the old man and have put on the new man" (3:10)
• "Take off ... put on" - us as change of clothes you've changed your entire person
• NIV and NASB = "old self"
• GK= "old man"
• There is prob. the underlying contrast between Adam and X that Paul was fond of: 

See 1 Cor. 15:22, 45; Rom. 5:12-21

"Being renewed" pres. part
• This new man is in continual process of renewal
• What is the specific thing to which Paul says we are being renewed?
• Knowledge
• Xianity - God work in us- involves a re- programming of our "computer"
• cf. Rom. 12:1-2
• increased capacity to understand God and his purposes
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"according to the image of the one creating him/it" (3:10)
• κατα - Robertson suggests "after" this seems best.
• The norm or governing ideal of this renewal is the image of God - Gen. 1:26
• God is restoring in us what he intended in creation.
• This is seen first in Christ, whom we have "put on" in baptism. Gal. 3:27
• Christ is the head, the beginning of a new creation.

"A renewal in which" (3:11)
• GK= δπον, lit. where
• Where this renewal is taking place the aren't the social distinctions, religious 

distinctions, political and class distinctions that divide humanity.  Such are broken 
down in X.

4 divisions here:
1.  "Greek and Jew" - racial
2.  circumcised and uncircumcised - religious
3.  barbarian/ scythian - Political and cultural

• barbarian= non-Greek speaking, a foreigner, Jamaica or Bangledesh
• scythian= mongols of Northern Asia

4.  slave and freedmen - class

Where this renewal is taking place such things are no longer grounds for discrimination.
Hence we note that this renewal has a group, as well as an individual, impact.  We are 
not just new individuals; we are a new humanity unified in X.
Being joined with x, joins us with each other.

36



Context:
The previous section began to call us to live who we are. It did that in two sections:
3:1-4 - focus on Christ and his things
3:5-11 - get rid of the values and practices of the fallen world. He used the imagery of 
taking off old clothes. 

In this section, he continues calling us to live who we are by telling us what to put on. 

3:12-17  THE NEW ATTITUDES AND ACTIONS WHICH ARE TO CHARACTERIZE 
CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS

"God's chosen ones, holy and beloved" (3:12)
•  Think about what this does for us!
• all OT terms for Israel church = the new people of God

We've seem what the old man "looks" like.  Now what does the new man"look"like?
8 traits of the new man:
1.  heart of compassion

• lit.  bowels compassion
• mercy
• hurt with those who hurt
• willing and ready to help

2.  kindness
• desire for anothers benefit
• big- hearted

3.  humility
• he's just faulted the Colossians for this in 2:18
• What's the difference?
• not humility that draws attention to self.
• proper view of self
• not self- exaltion
• not self- flaggating
• NT humility involves serving others and being genuinely intersted in their needs
• cf.  Phil. 2:3-4
• We are to put these one because entrance to the Xian community is open to every 

kind person.
4.  gentleness

• meekness
• readiness to give way ... to make concessions
• quiet strength that allows one to look beyond himself to others.

5.  patience
• restraint in the face of provocation
• long-fused

6.  "bearing with one another" (3:13)
• putting up with each other, not reluctantly, but with the attitudes just expressed.

37



7.  "forgiving each other"  (3:13)
• lit.  "giving grace to each other"
• not holding grudges
• not holding things against someone
• What is..."whoever has a complaint against anyone"
• if you ever have a bone to pick with someone in the church this is to be your 

attitude. 
• why?
• Because God had a lot bigger bone to pick with you and he forgave it!
• All of this amounts to working hard to get along with each other, to not being 

content with hard feelings.

8.  "Put on love... the perfect bond of unity"
• a bit vague
• lit.  "the bond of perfectness"
• without word unity
• The question is : What is being bound?

1. The preceding 5 virtues are joined together with love. I.E. love is the thread 
with which this garment is sown

2. The new humanity, God's people. I.e. love sums up the preceding 5 and thus 
is the perfect adhesive for God's people.

• either way, love is still the quintessential virtue, the hub of the wheel of Christ- 
likeness.

In the next 3 verses pay attention to the idea of thankfulness at the end of each verse.

"let the peace of X rule"  (3:15)
• Rule = βραβεύώ, only here
• - derived from the world of Sports and referred to the function of the umpire or the 

one who awarded the prizes
• - used outside of the sporting world to mean decide, to judge, to lead or rule.
• "Let the peace of X decide as umpire in your hearts." (Colin Brown, I. 648)
• Peace that comes from knowing X - peace within.
• Peace must reign in our lives to such an extent that it settles our disputes.

"Indeed you were called" [ to peace]
• What were we called to? [to peace]
• As what?
• as one body
• Christ has called us to live together harmoniously
• Let peace act a umpire in the church

"be thankful” - A grateful heart for all that God has done ought to characterize the Xian 
life.
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"Let the word of X richly dwell within you" (3:16)
• "word of X"

• 1) message that comes from   X
• 2) message about X

• "within you"
• 1) among you as a group
• 2) in you personally

• #1 fits context best, though for it to be true. #2 must be true

2 WAYS OF CARRYING THIS OUT:
 1. " teaching and admonishing" (3:16)

• our mutual accountability to each other 
• teaching- instruction in the faith
• admonishing- warning
• Such teaching out to be done with all wisdom: both the content and the manner 

in which it is carried out to be wise.

2.  "singing with thankfulness in hearts to God"
• Psalms - Poetry of OT
• Hymns - Christian compositions festive praise songs??
• Spiritual Songs - general any musical expression in keeping with the Spirit.
• such songs are to be sung with a grateful heart to God.

"Whatever you do in the word or deed" (3:17) - general sum of preceding vv. covers the 
whole of life.

"do all in the name of the Lord Jesus"
• You rep. Jesus
• do all you do under Jesus authority
• v.17 = the General mandate for all of Xian living.
• It calls us to ask: How well can we obey?
• BRUCE'S three questions:

1.  Can I do this and not compromise my Christian confession?
2.  Can I do this and not drag the name of Jesus through the mud?
3.  Can I thank God for the opportunity to do this?

"giving thanks... to God the Father”
• Notice: Each of these 3 verses end with thankfulness
• A grateful heart is central to Christian living and worship.

How is what  Paul prescribes in 3:5ff different from what he rejects in 2:20-23?

The major difference is between ritualistic religion versus pursuing Christ 
and the resulting christlikeness.  
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What Paul condemns is ritualistic religion, wherein “spirituality” is measured 
by a list of clear, measurable, and predominantly external religious behaviors.  

It may be “don’t eat pork” and other Jewish food laws.  It may be 
“keep the Sabbath” and other days on the Jewish calendar.

It may be don’t eat meat on Fridays or during lent.  

It may be church attendance, doing devotions, etc.  

When such external behaviors are done for themselves as an end in their 
own right and as the measuring stick for spirituality, they will not transform the 
inner man into christlikeness.  They aren’t being done to that end so of course 
they can be effective to that end.  

What Paul prescribes is setting our focus on Christ (and his things).  And out 
of that seeking of Christ we adopt practices that will help us be changed in the 
inner man, so that the topography of our mind and heart becomes like the 
topography of His mind and heart.  Any such practices used to put to death 
earthly things and put on Christ’s character are not the end in themselves; they 
are the means.  They aren’t the measuring stick; christlikeness is.  And the reason 
they have value against fleshly indulgence is because our focus is first and 
foremost on Christ and becoming like him, not on beating the body down and 
measuring up to some clearly defined code of spirituality.
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3:18-4:1  PROPER ORDER AMONG HOUSEHOLD RELATIONSHIPS

Context: 
Where does this fit in Paul's flow of thought?
• In middle of ethical instruction on putting on new self living like new humanity.
•
• specific applications of vv. 12-17 to the family.  he was making an ethical change and 

had already provided the rational for it - in X and the renewal he brings.
• This is not the way the family functioned in Paul's time.
• "It is the closest and most familiar relationships of daily living that the reality of one's 

Xian profession will normally be manifest, if at all" (Bruce, 163)

A couple observations before we look at the details. 

1. This passage has parallel in Ephesians 5:22ff that gives much more detail about the 
husband-wife relationship.

2. Here in Colossians, there is more about the slave-master relationship. Why? I 
suspect it’s because of the connection with Philemon and the issue between 
Philemon and his slave Onesimus. 

3. These household instructions are counter-cultural. This is the error people make 
who say Paul was just limited by his culture and so these commands (esp. the one 
about wives submitting to husbands) are just part of the culture of his day. 
1. that misses how counter-cultural Paul’s instructions are. 
2. These kinds of household instruction show up in various writings of the time and 

almost never is the head of the house ever instructed to do anything. He pretty 
much as a blank check to act however he wants

3. not so for Paul. The head of the household gets the most instructions here. 
1. He’s the husband being told to love his wife and not be hard towards her
2. He’s the father being told not to exasperate his children
3. He’s the slave master being told to grant his slaves justice and do right by 

them
4. This is unheard of!
5. So while Paul does reaffirm some things about the roles and responsibilities of 

wives, children, and slaves, he completely transforms the nature of those 
relationships based on their relationship with Jesus. 
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4:2-6 A CALL TO PRAYER AND TO ACT WITH WISDOM TOWARDS NON-
BELIEVERS

Be devoted to prayer  (4:2-4)
• be engaged in prayer
• perservere in it
• let prayer be a key characteristic of who you are.

1.  staying alert
• vigilant, awake, watchful
• not disintersted and distracted

2.  Praying for God to open a door for Paul
• so that God could make the way open for effective evangelism
• cf.  1 Cor. 16:9
• to speak the mystery of Christ properly (4:3-4)

• He wants his communication of the gospel to be clear and appropriate.
• He wanted to do justice to the name of X.

Wise conduct towards non-believers. (4:5-6)
• "conduct yourselves wisely" (3:5)
• cf. Tit. 2:10
• lit. = in wisdom walk...
• show practical Xian wisdom to non-Xians show consideration, tact, and integrity in 

all your dealings with those outside the faith.
• People's perception of Jesus comes through you.

"making the most of the opportunity" (3:5)
• Lit. "redeem the time" cf. Eph. 5:16 (exactly same)
• "buy up/ buy back the time"
• Term comes from commence and the market; it pictures the Christian as one who 

knows an opportunity when he sees one and takes advantage of it.

"Speech by Grace"
• Pleasant, kind-hearted, seeking their welfare
• "Seasoned with salt"
• pure wholesome
• make the gospel flavorful

"so that you might know how to respond"
• your witness- speech will reflect your daily speech.
• Your witness must fit each individual; no pat answers.

42



4:7-17  GREETINGS TO AND FROM MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTAIN COMMUNITY

The Letter- Bearers

Tychicus (vv.7-9)  cf. Eph. 6:21-22
• native of Asia (Acts 20:4)
• went with Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4)
• How does Paul describe him?

• beloved brother
• faithful servant
• co-slave in the Lord

• cf. 1:7 of Ephesus
• What's his purpose?
• to fill them in on the situation at Rome and thus to encourage them.
• Who's coming with him?

Onesimus
• < what a shock; Philemon's slave is coming back as an Xian>
• faithful and beloved brother
• "from you" they knew him.

Greetings from Paul's companions

Aristarchus, (4:10) (cf. Phlm. 24)
• fr. Thess. (Acts 20:4, 27:2)
• with Paul in Ephesus during the riot (Acts 19:29)
• sailed with Paul to Rome (Acts 27:2)
• fellow- prisoner
• perhaps in Rome
• at least in Ephesus

Mark, Barnabas’ cousin, (4:10)
• cf.  Acts 13:13, 15:36-40
• assumes the Colossians knew Barnabas

Jesus Justus (4:11)
• These three were the only Jews working with Paul in his proclamation of the gospels 

at this time.

Epaphras (4:12)
• cf. 1:7
• founder of their church
• bondslave of X
• labors in his progress for them to have a complete and steady stand for X.

Luke (4:14)- this is how we know Luke was a doctor and a Gentile
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Demas (4:14) - cf. 2 Tim. 4:10-11

Greetings to Members at Colossae (4:15-17)
• Those in Laodecia about 10 miles northwest

• Nympha - (4:15)usually seen as a lady in Laodecia the church met at her place ( or 
part of it)

• Archippus (4:17)
• Phlm. 2 - son to Philemon?

4:18 SIGN OFF

"remember my imprisonment"-- not only "remember when you pray, etc."; but also 
remember how much I have suffered for the gospel on your behalf.  It recalls 1:24-2:5
and serves as an additional challenge for continued faithfulness.
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